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1. NHS Long Term Plan 

Mary Hutton, Accountable Officer for the Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning 
Group, (GCCG), gave a detailed presentation on Gloucestershire’s ambitions for 
developing a local NHS Long Term Plan and making improvements for the future. 
Please refer to the following link to access information on the plan: - 
https://www.longtermplan.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/nhs-long-term-
plan.pdf -

Published in January 2019, the NHS Long Term Plan sets out proposals for 
changing current primary legislation to support and improve NHS services. The plan 
aims to provide opportunities for members of the public, patients, clinicians, NHS 
leaders and partner organisations, in addition to national professional and 
representative bodies, to make suggestions on how to better enable NHS 
organisations to work collectively. 

The ambitions identified for developing a Long Term Plan for Gloucestershire will 
focus on asking the question ‘What matters to you?’ The question relates to three 
specific areas, including: - Place - how individuals and families receive health advice, 
support and services when needed; in the home, the neighbourhood, within the local 
community and across the County; Life Course – considering health priorities at all 
stages of life; Supporting better care – supporting staff; making best use of 
technology; reducing waste and making best use of resources. 

Current challenges to NHS services in Gloucestershire were described as; the 
demands of a growing population with complex needs, (throughout all age groups); 
increased demand for services from people unsure what services to use; recruitment 
and retaining staff with the right skills and expertise; and financial pressures.  

Setting out the ambitions for the plan, members were advised that a key focus would 
be to achieve the following aspirations; to provide more care in, or near, to people’s 
homes; deliver high quality, joined up services; provide the right care, staff skills and 
equipment in the right places; ensure better use of funding for delivering health and 
wellbeing priorities; strive for healthy, active communities, supplemented by strong 
networks of support; and aim to deliver simpler, easier ways of providing advice, 
support and services over a seven day working week. 

Members expressed ongoing concerns about funding pressures and service 
provision in rural areas and requested regular updates on progress. It was agreed 
the committee should have sight of the draft questions for inclusion in the local 
booklet/survey which would form part of ongoing consultation due to be undertaken 
throughout 2019/20. 
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A recurring message throughout the presentation was for everyone to take 
responsibility for striving to make improvements within the NHS. 

To express a view on the plan, members were encouraged to complete a survey on 
the proposals at: https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/nhs-long-term-plan-
legislation/  

2. Performance Updates 

The committee received several performance update reports, including the Quarter 3 
Performance Report.  

3. General Surgery Update

At the HOSC meeting held on 13 November 2018, members received a paper and 
presentation on the proposal to pilot the reconfiguration of General Surgery services 
across Gloucestershire Royal Hospital and Cheltenham General Hospital. At an 
additional meeting, held on 20 February 2019, the committee requested that a task 
group be established to consider the proposal in more depth. Updating members on 
the request going forward, the Chair advised that a draft scoping document would be 
circulated for comment that week and that a task group would be established as 
quickly as possible, pending approval by the GCC Overview and Scrutiny 
Management Committee on 22 March 2019. The intention was for the task group to 
complete its work and make recommendations by the end of April 2019. Members 
noted the update and requested clarification on the legal role of the committee in 
making recommendations to the Secretary of State. The request was noted. 
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